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A message from your Distr ict  Attorney:

This year was dominated in al l  aspects by the impact of  COVID-19.  In this  report  you
wi l l  read about efforts within the DA’s Off ice to adapt to that impact .  I  am proud of
and grateful  to the dedicated folks in our off ice who undauntedly met the chal lenges.
I  am also proud of  a l l  the part ic ipants in our cr iminal  just ice system who worked
col laborat ively  to make important changes,  changes cr i t ical  to administer ing just ice
whi le maximizing health and safety.  As a result  of  the efforts put forth by the distr ict
and county judges,  Court  Administrat ion,  the Off ice of  the Distr ict  Attorney,  the
Off ice of  the County Attorney,  the Commissioners Court ,  Travis  County Just ice
Planning,  Adult  Probat ion and Pretr ia l  Services,  and the Sheri f f—al l  working together
—we’ve reduced our ja i l  populat ion,  kept our ja i l  and courtrooms safe,  found a way
to continue non-jury proceedings in the tr ia l  courts ,  and convened remote grand jury
proceedings.  The people of  Travis  County have been remarkably wel l  served in this
most extraordinary t ime.  This Annual  Report  is  truncated—it includes data only
through September 30,  2020.  I  was not re-elected,  so we had to f in ish this report
before the end of  the year.  In looking back over the four reports we’ve publ ished
since the beginning of  my term in off ice,  I  am so proud of  the hard work and
outstanding accompl ishments we’ve chronic led.  And,  there ’s  so much more that
wasn’t  included!  

I t ’s  been an honor and a pr iv i lege to serve as your Distr ict  Attorney.  God bless you.

Executive Team
TCDA's Executive Team is  a diverse body of exceptional lawyers with decades of experience in criminal
law. Our directors are tasked with setting long term goals for the office as well as overseeing daily
operations within their teams. Bios for our division directors can be found on our website. 
*TCDA's Director of Grand Jury retired midyear and oversight of Grand Jury was transferred to the Trial Division on May 1, 2020. 
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The Travis County District

Attorney’s Office's mission is to

see that justice is done, by

protecting the constitutional

and statutory rights afforded to

every person in our county

without respect to race,

ethnicity, gender, religion,

sexual orientation, gender

identity, or socioeconomic

status. 

We will support our

community’s values by re-

imagining the traditional role a

prosecutor should play. We will

vigorously prosecute violent

and habitual offenders and

protect the innocent, but we

are also committed to crime

prevention by implementing

innovative programs to break

the cycle of crime for youthful,

first-time, mentally ill, and

drug-addicted offenders. 

Our office will maintain the

highest level of honesty,

integrity, and transparency. We

will be models of ethical and

professional conduct. 

As public servants, we are

committed to diversity, hard

work, and accountability. We

will be careful stewards of our

taxpayers’ resources.

 justice
/'jǝ-stǝs/. noun.
the highest expression of the
human spirit

52% White/Not Hispanic33% Hispanic
13% 
Black

"It shall be the primary duty of all
prosecuting attorneys, including
any special prosecutors, not to
convict, but to see that justice is

done." Article 2.01, Texas Code of
Criminal Procedure

MISSION STATEMENT

<1% American Indian
1% Asian or  Pacific Islander

Employee Diversity
TCDA's 230 employees bring together a diverse set of
ages, races, and cultural backgrounds that help the
office represent the voices of all Travis County citizens. 

2020 Budget



JUSTICE IN COVID-19

MARCH 13, 2020

MARCH 16, 2020
DA Moore authorizes
teleworking for all staff not
attending court

MARCH 25, 2020
Digital dismissals available

President Trump declares COVID-19
a national emergency that began

on March 1, 2020

MARCH 19, 2020
Texas Supreme Court stays
all non-essential, in-person

proceedings

MARCH 31, 2020
All criminal dockets
moved to ZoomAPRIL 1, 2020

TCDA Docusign account
implements online dismissals,

subpoenas, and common
pleadings

APRIL 13, 2020
Travis County Judge issues
stay-at-home order

JUNE 8, 2020
Grand Juries moved to 700
Lavaca building to facilitate

social distancing
JUNE 15, 2020
Courthouse opens to allow
defendants on bond to
appear for virtual pleas

Texas Supreme Court authorizes 30-
day extension on all statutory

deadlines, allows for remote
testimony, trials pushed to after May 8

AUGUST 5, 2020
TCDA offers virtual notaries

MARCH 12, 2020
First two confirmed cases of
COVID-19 in Travis County

TCDA begins testing
for virtual court

MARCH 23, 2020
Travis county District Judges
suspend felony warrants for
certain non-violent offenses

JUNE 24, 2020
TCDA implements digital, daily

attendance in building for 
COVID-19 case tracking



District Attorney Margaret Moore swears in Lyndsey Stovall as our grand jury bailiff.
Also sworn in as grand jury bailiffs were Gayla Schwab and Jennifer Sankey. 

Grand Jury meetings were moved to a large meeting room at
700 Lavaca where tables could be placed 6 feet apart to comply
with COVID-19 safety precautions.  

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Travis County District Attorney’s Office set out to ensure
that justice continued by working toward a viable, virtual option for Grand Jury proceedings. This
undertaking, headed by Grand Jury Chief Erika Sipiora, included procuring new technology (including
55 new Chromebooks), ensuring confidentiality, and coordinating logistics between judges, the District
Clerk's Office, Court Administration, and multiple other county departments. The first case was
presented for indictment to the virtual Grand Jury on October 5, 2020.

In the first nine months of 2020, the TCDA received 8,276 case referrals from local law enforcement
agencies. This represents a 16% decrease from the same time period in 2019. Indictments decreased
with the inability to gather a grand jury quorum; TCDA indicted 3,457 cases in the first nine months of
2020, compared to 6,637 in the same time period in 2019, a 52% decrease. With the courthouse shut
down for a majority of the year, jury trials took a hit. TCDA tried 16 jury trials in 2020, down from 84
jury trials in 2019. 

JUSTICE IN COVID-19

On March 19, 2020, District Attorney Moore began the process of assembling a team to address
COVID-19-related legal issues in criminal cases. At its core were three members of the Appellate
Section: Asst. DAs Scott Taliaferro and Nancy Nicolas and Senior Legal Secretary Vicki Butcher. Trial
court chiefs and other prosecutors participated as needed. Within two weeks of its formation, the team
began presenting the State’s arguments to the courts. The issues were factually and legally complex
and the cases often involved violent offenders. One issue arose from the deadly nature of COVID-19.
Some defendants filed pretrial habeas applications, seeking to be released from jail on the grounds
that the pandemic created hazardous jail conditions. Our team litigated 33 of those cases. A second
issue arose from the disruption of the Travis County legal system. Between March 24 and June 8, the
grand juries were prevented from meeting in person and were unable to issue any indictments. Some
defendants sought release from jail on the ground that their indictments were not issued by the
statutory deadline. To address or forestall such claims, our COVID-19 team filed, in 50 cases, motions to
modify the applicable deadline, in accordance with the Texas Supreme Court’s emergency orders. To
date, no defendants have been released on the basis of COVID-19-related delay. 

From the start of the pandemic, reducing the jail population was a top priority. IT analyst Wes Case
prepared daily jail reports for prosecutors to triage, allowing prosecutors to work diligently with the
defense bar to bond most non-violent felony offenders out of jail.



During these unprecedented times, many of us have probably asked ourselves: How can we be present?
How can we listen? How can we educate ourselves to understand the complex issues regarding race,
policing, and bias, especially as it pertains to our work? In response to these questions, a series of
officewide conversations arose, not as a mandate from the executive level, but instead from the initiative
of a group of prosecutors, in various parts of the office, who sought to ensure that current and historical
inequities are recognized and that all voices are heard and respected by this office and its employees.
Dozens of staff throughout the office participated by reading and listening to materials compiled by the
American Bar Association and engaging in weekly Zoom meetings and small group discussions to check
in on one another, talk about the ideas discussed, and ask hard and possibly uncomfortable questions.
The goal is just to listen, learn, and improve our understanding of the concepts. Special thanks to the
following prosecutors who initiated the project: Bianca Garcia, Coulter Goodman, Denise Hernandez,
James Kingman, Karina O’Daniel, Jaustin Ohueri, Andrew Rountree, and Jessica Huynh.

RACIAL EQUITY TRAINING

PROTESTS IN 2020

Margaret Moore meets with prosecutors on October 8, 2020 to discuss
cases filed in the office as a result of protests across the county. 

2020 saw protests across the country as
communities responded to police killings and
racial disparities in the criminal justice system.
Travis County was no exception with protests
spanning much of the spring and summer. TCDA
directors and attorneys held special meetings to
tackle how to address this new issue in
prosecution. 



TRAININGS AND CLE
TCDA has a proud history in both hosting and attending dozens of attorney trainings throughout the
year. This year, due to COVID-19 precautions across the country, most in-person trainings were
cancelled, postponed, or moved to a virtual setting. That didn't stop our staff from attending trainings or
contirbuting to the training of prosecutors across the state. 

TCDA prosecutors have routinely participated in the Texas District and County Attorneys Association's
many courses throughout the year, as TDCAA offers opportunities for our attorneys to learn myriad
prosecution topics, as well as present on various issues and contribute to the education and training of
prosecutors statewide. 

Top Left: Rosa Theofanis speaks on Appellate Practice in the Digital Age. 
Top right: Lisa Stewart speaks on Standards of Review at the conference on
criminal appeals.
Middle: ADA Josh Reno records a training class for TDCAA's Annual Criminal
and Civil Law Conference on the topic of "Jurors and Consent." 
Bottom Left: TDCAA Training Director Brian Klas, and Chief Prosecutor Erik
Nielsen film two trainings for TDCA entitled "General Advocacy" and "Caseload
Management."
Bottom Right: Chief Prosecutor Erik Nielsen and Elected Criminal District
Attorney in Galveston County, Jack Roady, film a course on "Control Measures:
Recurring Ethical Dilemmas" for presentation at TDCAA's Annual Criminal and
Civil Law Confrence. 

In May of this year, prosecutors Rosa Theofanis,
John Lopez, and Lisa Stewart each spoke at the
2020 Robert O. Dawson Conference on Criminal
Appeals, an annual conference for appellate
practitioners put on by the University of Texas
School of Law and the Texas Court of Criminal
Appeals. Prosecutors Josh Reno and Erik Nielsen
presented trainings for the TDCAA's Annual
Criminal and Civil Law Conference offered to
prosecutors across the Texas. 



TRIAL COURT DIVISION
TCDA's trial court division has nine trial teams that consist of a Chief Prosecutor and two additional
Prosecutors assigned to each criminal district court. Each team is supported by a Paralegal, Victim
Witness Coordinator, Investigator and a Legal Secretary. Trial teams prosecute cases that range from
capital murder and robbery to theft and drug possession. 

Dockets look a little different in 2020, as
courtrooms went virtual in the wake of COVID-19.
Trial Court prosecutors adapted early to holding
dockets via Zoom and coordinating pleadings
between the defense bar and District Clerk's Office
using DocuSign. Despite the decreased capacity to
set cases on dockets (courts moved from daily
dockets to one docket per week to accommodate
all nine district courts using limited technology
resources at the jail), prosecutors were still able to
resolve over 4,200 cases between January 1 and
September 30, 2020. 

4,232
CASES DISPOSED

On March 13, 2020, the family and friends of Devonte Ortiz gather with the TCDA trial team after Jason Roche was sentenced to 43
years in prison for Ortiz's murder. The Roche trial was the last criminal jury trial of 2020 before COVID-19 shut down the
courthouse.

31%
OF JURY TRIALS IN 2020
WERE HANDLED BY TRIAL

COURT PROSECUTORS



PLEA BOARD OFFERS CASE STAFFING, TRAINING AND
CONSISTENCY AMONG PROSECUTORS

TRIAL COURT DIVISION

cases resulting in injury or death. This
"group focus" not only helps ensure a
similar outcome across courts, but also
provides essential mentoring and learning
opportunities that would have been
otherwise lost due to COVID-19 closing the
courtrooms. As prosecutors explain their
cases to the group, veteran prosecutors
and Directors help staff cases by sharing
their investigation, prosecution and
courtroom techniques. 

The Plea Board began on Nov 7, 2019, with the intention of providing consistency in plea negotiations
across the Travis County Criminal District Courts. Although any case can be brought to the Plea Board,
and over 200 have been staffed by the group, the focus is on aggravated cases and intoxication related

VEHICULAR CRIMES SPECIAL PROSECUTION

VCSP Prosecutors Matt Foye and Devin Falck respond to the scene of a traffic
fatality on January 30, 2020. Printed with permission from FOX 7 Austin.

Prosecutors Matt Foye, Allison Tisdale, and Devin
Falck take on additional duties to staff the
Vehicular Crimes Special Prosecution Unit (VCSP).
The VCSP Unit prosecutes cases of fatalities, child
injury and first responder injuries related to
vehicle collisions. 

In 2020, the VCSP Unit received 32 cases,
indicted 35 cases, and disposed of 30 cases. 

24/7/365

MAJOR CRIMES ON CALL
The Trial Court Division also manages an on-call duty line that
make prosecutors available 24 hours a day to field calls and
questions from law enforcement. On-call prosecutors provide
legal advice during investigations of conduct involving public
officials, death, or incidents resulting in serious bodily injury to
multiple victims.



APPELLATE

JUVENILE

2,891
690
petitions

hearings

994
referrals

TCDA's Juvenile Unit prosecutes all cases of criminal juvenile conduct in Travis County. The unit consists
of a Chief Prosecutor, four additional Prosecutors, one Paralegal, three Legal Secretaries and two
Investigators. 

Juvenile cases range from Class B misdemeanors to first degree felony cases.
Prosecutors travel between the TCDA Building and the Gardner Betts Juvenile Justice
Center in order to work closely with the Juvenile Pubic Defender and Court staff. 

During the first nine months
of 2020, the Juvenile Unit
worked remotely to screen
over 900 case referrals from
law enforcement, file 690
petitions and participate in
over 2,800 hearings.  

Appellate Prosecutor Angie Creasy argues before the Court of Criminal
Appeals in the case of Foster, PD-0039-19; mandate issued in January 2020. 

Appellate Prosecutor Nancy Nicolas and Family Violence Prosecutor Joe
O'Neill represent the State in a hearing in a habeas case where the
defense attorney requested personal bond for several reasons, including
a claim that the defendant’s health was at risk while confined in the Travis
County Jail.

TCDA's Appellate Unit is staffed with an Assistant
Director, four additional Prosecutors and a Senior
Legal Secretary. The Appellate Unit represents the
State in post-conviction litigation, such as appeals
from convictions, juvenile adjudications and
judgments terminating parental rights.
Additionally, the Unit provides support to other
divisions in cases involving complex legal issues. 

Represented the State pretrial in 50 Article
17.151 Motions
Responded to 33 COVID-19-related pretrial
Writs of Habeas Corpus 
Filed 65 briefs in appellate courts throughout
the state
Responded to 3 motions seeking post-
conviction DNA testing
Handled 56 cases in which defendants sought
habeas-corpus relief
Provided 796 substantive responses to legal
questions asked by other prosecutors within
the office. 

In the first nine months of 2020, the division: 



CIVIL RIGHTS UNIT

CONVICTION INTEGRITY UNIT

Director Dexter Gilford and District
Attorney Margaret Moore speak at
a press conference on September
28, 2020 regarding the indictment
of Williamson County Sheriff Robert
Chody. 

On October 7, 2020, District Attorney Margaret Moore and members
of TCDA staff met with the Civil Rights Advisory Council. This Council
provides transparency to community leaders about the work being
done within the TCDA Civil Rights Unit. 

After years of work reviewing cases, CIU released
its report on the Austin Police Department DNA
Lab Case Review Project on February 7, 2020. 

A prosecutor’s duty is not to convict, but to see that justice is done. This
obligation does not end with a conviction. Our office is committed to
working diligently to ensure that, in each case, the correct person was
convicted. No justice system is perfect. We serve our community by
acknowledging that the system can make mistakes and by taking
appropriate measures to identify and correct any mistakes.

The CIU continued its review of cases related to the Austin Police
Department's DNA Lab, releasing a report on findings after 1,840
case reviews and the next steps in over 400 cases where DNA may
be a contributing factor in reaching a conviction. 

In addition to DNA cases, the CIU received seven new requests for
actual innocence review of convictions from defendants. Of these,
two were referred to other counties because the cases originated
there. One was referred to Tarrant County’s CIU because of a legal
conflict of interest. The remaining cases were either resolved
without further action or were still pending further investigation.

In 2020, the Civil Rights Unit continued its practice
of responding to every officer involved shooting
incident in Travis County and investigating each of
these incidents to determine whether the shooting
was justified under Texas law. The unit released
three declination letters involving seven officers
who were involved in shooting incidents in Travis
County in 2018 & 2019. The Civil Rights Unit
presented one officer involved shooting incident to
a grand jury,  resulting in a seven-count indictment.

While existing grand juries were already operating
remotely, in October 2020, the CRU became the first
unit to virtually empanel a grand jury. The empaneling 
involved summoning 80 grand jurors to appear remotely using their
telephones and computers. Out of this process we were able to empanel
sixteen grand jurors who were sworn in to serve as Travis County’s first
virtually empaneled grand jury. The process was a great success and will
serve as the template on which successive grand jury empaneling can
improve on as we continue to chart the post-COVID-19 legal processes.



GRAND JURY AND INTAKE
The Grand Jury Division screens a large volume of cases that the office intakes, including offenses that
range from drug possession and theft to aggravated robbery and kidnapping. This Division consists of a
Chief Prosecutor, eight additional Prosecutors, a Senior Legal Secretary, five Legal Secretaries, a Court
Reporter and a Bailiff. 

In August 2020, TCDA implemented a new policy that allows Grand Jury prosecutors to reject an
unindicted case in appropriate circumstances, rather than dismissing it. In Travis County's "direct-file"
system, law enforcement agencies can directly file charges without screening by the prosecutors' office.
The new rejection policy better reflects TCDA's desire to reject charges up front, and reserves the use of
dismissals for cases that are accepted by the office and later deemed unsuitable for prosecution. Since
the policy was implemented, Grand Jury prosecutors have rejected 1,103 unindicted cases; 70% (770
cases) of rejections were state jail felony level drug cases. 

NEW CASE REJECTION POLICY

5,388 cases received in the Grand Jury/Intake Division 

2,553 cases indicted by the Grand Jury/Intake Division

(L-R) Prosecutor Rory Perez and Chief Prosecutor Amy Casner staff cases together; Sr. Legal Secretary Gayla Schwab manages daily operations in Grand
Jury; Prosecutor Danielle Tierney prepares cases to be presented to the Grand Jury for indictment.

1,236 subpoenas prepared for local law enforcement investigations

A majority (65%) of cases received from law enforcement funnel through the Grand Jury Division. Grand
Jury legal secretaries prepare cases for review by obtaining offense reports from law enforcement,
securing video evidence, and requesting forensic laboratory reports. Requested records are uploaded
into a document management system for use in discovery and case preparation. Legal secretaries also
support law enforcement by preparing subpoenas for needed investigatory records. 



DIVERSION AND SPECIALTY COURTS

MENTAL HEALTH

DRUG COURT

DWI COURT

VETERAN'S COURT

PRETRIAL DIVERSION

YOUTHFUL OFFENDER

DWI Court accepted 12 defendants
into the program in 2020 and
successfully discharged 7 cases.

Drug Court accepted 13 defendants
into treatment in 2020 and
graduated 35 defendants who
completed the program.

In addition to handling all the
forensic commitments within the
office, the Mental Health Unit also
served 223 defendants on their
docket. 

The Veteran's Court provided
supervision and services to 17
veterans in 2020 and graduated 4
defendants from the program. 

The Youthful Offender Program
accepted 10 defendants into
supervision in 2020 and graduated
1 defendant who successfully
completed the program. 

Pretrial Diversion accepted 114
defendants into the program in
2020 and successfully graduated
186 defendants. 

L-R: Bryan Camphire, IDD Crisis Services Supervisor at IC; Michelle
Hallee, Prosecutor for the MH docket; Ashley Haisler, paralegal for
MH docket; Margaret Moore, District Attorney; Ken Winston,
Director of Practice Management – IDD Services at IC; Tracy Abzug
with IDD Services at IC

Diversion and specialty courts play a vital role in TCDA's mission to see that justice is done. TCDA
appreciates multiple factors in a person's life may lead to involvement in the criminal justice system. If
non-violent offenders have unmet needs, diversion affords an individual opportunities for treatment and
rehabilitation with court monitoring and supervision. 

Diversion Courts, like all district dockets, are held remotely via Zoom.
Christy Bissell, Paralegal for diversion programs, manages the dockets
remotely from her home office. 



SPECIAL VICTIMS UNIT

In April, the SVU-Child Abuse prosecutors banded together in support of
Child Abuse Awareness month. The team wore blue in support of the
Center for Child Protection and the Austin kids they advocate for each
year. They are dedicated to their caseloads, victims, and the cause to
#protectAustinkids.

CHILD ABUSE UNIT AND CHILD PROTECTION TEAM

TCDA's Special Victims Unit is comprised of four sections and managed by a Director, Assistant Director,
Senior Paralegal and a Senior Legal Secretary. 

The Child Abuse Unit is staffed with nine Prosecutors, and shares three Paralegals, three Legal
Secretaries, three Victim Counselors and four Investigators with the Family Violence Unit. The Child
Protection Team has one Prosecutor on call 24/7 and one Legal Secretary. 

Special Victims Unit prosecutors gathered for the Center for Child
Protection's fundraiser benefitting the Center for Child Protection in
October. 

CIVIL UNIT - CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES
The Civil Unit is staffed with a Chief Prosecutor, eight additional
Prosecutors, three Paralegals, four Legal Secretaries, two Law Clerks and
one Investigator. 

A LEGO courtroom crafted by Child Abuse
Prosecutor Jessica Huynh helps familiarize child
victims with courtroom participants.

If you have cause to believe that a child's welfare has been or may be adversely affected by
abuse or neglect, you MUST call the toll-free, 24-hour Texas abuse hotline at 1-800-252-5400.

In the first nine months of 2020, the Child Abuse Unit received 260 new cases, indicted 175 cases,
handled two jury trials, and disposed of 225 cases. In addition to this work, the unit attended hearings,
prepped for jury trials, and staffed countless calls and emails from law enforcement, social workers, and
community members. 

COVID-19 drastically impacted CPS case filings,
and our Civil Unit rose to the task of going virtual
before any other unit. During the quarantine, this
unit has handled nearly 2,000 submission
hearings and over 300 contested hearings, all via
Zoom. This unit went virtual on March 13, with
little to no warning, and has continued to lead the 
charge of maintaining justice amid an ever-changing landscape. This unit works incredibly hard to
continue to make a difference in the lives of the children and families in Travis County.

Our Civil team handled three jury trials, 19 bench
trials, and 282 mediations in 2020. 

69%
OF JURY TRIALS

IN 2020 WERE
HANDLED BY SVU



SPECIAL VICTIMS UNIT

SEXUAL ASSAULT UNIT
The Sexual Assault Unit continues to grow! The Unit now includes one Chief Prosecutor, two additional
Prosecutors, one Investigator, one Paralegal, one Senior Office Specialist, three Victim Counselors and a
Victim Navigator. Prosecutors in the unit staff investigations with law enforcement and prosecute cases
of adult sexual assault charges in Travis County. 

If you or anyone you know has been the victim of abuse, you
can call the 24-hour SAFEline at 512-267-7233 or text 737-
888-7233. https://www.safeaustin.org/

FAMILY VIOLENCE UNIT

TCDA prosecutors from the SVU/Family Violence Unit show support for the Proclamation Against Stalking presented by the Travis Co.
Domestic Violence Task Force in front of the Commissioners Court in January 2020.

The Family Violence Unit is staffed with eleven Prosecutors (nine work court dockets and two screen
cases at Intake), and shares three Paralegals, three Legal Secretaries, three Victim Counselors and four
Investigators with the Child Abuse Unit.

In the first nine months of 2020, the Family Violence Unit received 889 new cases, indicted 373 cases,
tried four cases to a jury, and disposed of 784 cases.  

The Sexual Assault Unit received 64 cases filed by law enforcement in the first nine months of 2020.
Prosecutors also took two cases to jury trial in 2020. This year, 15% of all criminal jury trials were cases
of adult sexual assault. 

In addition to prosecution, the unit works with the Interagency Sexual Assault Team (ISAT). ISAT is a
partnership with local police departments, probation officials, forensic labs, and the SAFE Alliance to
enhance the systemic response, investigation, and prosecution of adult sexual assaults.



SPECIAL PROSECUTIONS DIVISION

WHITE COLLAR CRIME
The White Collar Crime Unit is staffed by a Chief Prosecutor, two additional Prosecutors, one
Investigator, two Texas Department of Insurance Special Prosecutors (one who is cross-designated as
an Assistant District Attorney), one Department of Insurance Investigator, three APD Detectives, one
Travis County Sheriff’s Office Detective, two Forensic Accountants, and one Legal Secretary.
In 2020 the unit:
· Received 41 complaints; 
· Obtained eight felony indictments; and
· Obtained seven convictions, with orders totaling                                                     in restitution. 

The Unit also files and prosecutes civil asset forfeiture cases in accordance with the District Attorney’s
policy of pursuing only those cases where proof of felony criminal conduct is present. In 2020 those
cases included $2,212,139.03 petitioned to be forfeited and $1,192,283.20 in final judgments of
forfeiture.

The Public Integrity Unit consists of a Chief Prosecutor, two additional Prosecutors, one Investigator,
two Forensic Accountants, one Legal Secretary, and one Paralegal.
In 2020 the unit:
· Received 30 complaints;
· Obtained 13 indictments; and
· Obtained five convictions, with                                                     in restitution ordered.

PUBLIC INTEGRITY UNIT

WORKERS COMPENSATION FRAUD
The Workers’ Compensation Fraud Unit is made up of two Workers’ Compensation Commission Special
Prosecutors, cross-designated as Assistant District Attorneys, one Paralegal and one Office Specialist,
all four of whom are funded by the state.
In 2020, the unit:
 · Received one complaint;
 · Obtained nine indictments; and
 · Secured one conviction with restitution of                                          ordered.

Our Special Prosecutions Division houses many important units, including the White Collar Crime Unit,
Public Integrity Unit, Workers Compensation Unit, Insurance Fraud Unit, Criminal Enterprise and
Trafficking Unit, as well as the Asset Forfeiture Unit. Prosecutors and investigators assigned to this
division pursue cases generally involving violations of specialized criminal and civil statutes targeting
profit-motivated crime. This Division is overseen by a Director who is supported by a Senior Legal
Secretary.

$1,138,090.98

$9,923,031.08

$55,262.68



TCDA partnered with the Travis County Attorney's
Office, the Travis County District Clerk's Office and the
Travis County Law Library to host the first annual
Travis County Expunction Expo on February 29, 2020.
The Expunction Expo is a free event open to the
public that allows citizens to meet with an attorney to
review their criminal history and have eligible Travis
County criminal cases expunged from their record. 

Of the 499 people who applied for the event, 77% had
cases eligible for expunction. Over 300 people
attended the event, which resulted in 242 petitions for
expunction. Those petitions included 400 criminal
charges, 95 of which were felonies.  

DIVERSITY AND COMMUNITY 
 ENGAGEMENT

TCDA directors, attorneys and staff volunteered their time hosting the
first annual Travis County Expunction Expo on February 29, 2020.

Interns
TCDA is proud of its robust and
diverse internship program that
gives law students an opportunity
to learn the ins and outs of the
criminal justice system to help
further their education. Many
interns go on to become law
clerks in the office, and can later
apply as prosecutors. 



OPERATIONS

District Attorney Margaret Moore shares her personal experiences
with crime victims as she recognizes their strength and courage
during National Crime Victims’ Rights Week in April 2020.

Operations Director Gregg Cox
working in the office during the
COVID-19 pandemic to ensure
that operations continue and
adapt to safety protocols. Cox
implemented new policies and
secured software programs
distributed across the office to
allow prosecutors and staff to
work remotely during the
pandemic. 

8,276 records opened in case management system
14 extraditions 
681 petitions for expunction and non-disclosures
$106,399.86 in restitution collected in Hot Check cases 
252 open records requests
80 IT applications supported/created with a ratio of IT staff to users of 1:72

In 2020:

The glue of the office is our Operations Division, which handles multiple units ranging from Human
Resources and Accounting to Digital Forensics and Records Management. Director Gregg Cox
supervises a team of counselors, accountants, analysts, and legal assistants to oversee the daily
operations of the office. 

OPERATIONS

Victim
Services

Budget and
Finance

Hot Checks

Digital
Forensics

Human
Resources

Open
Records
Requests

ExtraditionsExpunctions

Records
Management

Information
Technology



INVESTIGATIONS

During the COVID-19 global pandemic, safety and security expanded to include keeping TCDA employees
protected in unprecedented times. Investigators and employees across the office helped to institute
social distancing measures, increased cleanliness and implemented daily attendance tracking in the
event that any COVID-19 exposure would warrant contact tracing procedures.  

The TCDA family would also like to give a special COVID Kudo to the dedicated employees who continued
to report to the REB and hold down the fort during the pandemic. Elena Barnes, Nancy Williams, Rhonda
Salinas and her Records team, Intake Chief Erika Sipiroa, our Investigators, and many others were
instrumental in keeping the wheels turning. 

Our Chief Investigator leads a team of one Lieutenant, two Senior Sergeants, and 19 Sergeant
Investigators. These TCOLE-certified investigators work tirelessly on behalf of all office divisions to
gather evidence, secure witnesses and serve subpoenas. 

COVID KUDOS - KEEPING TCDA SAFE IN A PANDEMIC

In addition to investigatory duties, our dedicated investigators ensure the safety and security of the
Ronald Earle Building and its employees. Even in the midst of a global pandemic, the unit maintains a
physical presence in the office, always available to respond to any emergency situation.

Top (L-R): Investigators Araseli Amaya and David
Austin continue to process evidence and perform
security checks in the building
Bottom: (L-R): Investigator Todd Bircher serving a
subpoena during the pandemic. Investigator
David Stovall (right), meets with TCSO Evidence
Control staff.  

(L-R): Executive Assistant
Nancy Williams keeps the
trains running on time;
TCDA custodial staff
ensure the health of all
employees; Receptionist
Elena Barnes handles
incoming mail and
communications for the
entire office



Travis County District Attorney’s Office
RONALD EARLE BUILDING

416 W. 11th Street, Austin, Texas 78701
(512) 854-9400

https://www.traviscountytx.gov/district-attorney

“This building is where justice is to be done. That makes
it a sacred place. Justice is the highest expression of the

human spirit. It calls us to be better than we are. We may
all hope that we honor that call.”

-Ronald Earle, former Travis County
District Attorney

@traviscountyda

@DATravisCounty


